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IN  presenting  their  Thirty-third  Annual  Report,  the  Managers  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Seamen’s  Friend  Society,  would  render  de¬ 
vout  thanks  to  God  for  the  encouragement  and  success  which  has 
attended  them  in  the  past,  and  for  the  prospects  of  usefulness  which 
cheer  them  in  the  future. 

They  know  that  their  cause  has  mighty  and  irresistible  claims, 
and  can  never  utter  its  appeals  in  vain. 

The  voice  of  the  sea,  the  echo  of  its  perils,  its  sorrows,  and  its 
sins,  the  wail  of  its  neglected  and  outcast  sons,  that  sigh  in  all 
winds,  and  murmur  from  all  its  waves,  has  an  eloquence  against 
which  no  pious  heart  can  be  steeled,  no  benevolent  hand  remain 
closed. 

It  is  pleasant  to  trace  the  Divine  Hand,  interposing  in  behalf  of 
the  sons  of  the  ocean. 

It  was  in  the  year  1779,  just  ninety-eight  years  ago, when  the  first 
organized  efforts  for  the  salvation  of  seamen  was  commenced.  At 
that  time  a  body  of  troops  were  stationed  at  Hyde  Park,  London, 
to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  City,  which  was  endangered  by  politi¬ 
cal  excitement.  The  state  of  morals  among  the  troops  was  so  de¬ 
plorable  as  to  awaken  the  solicitude  of  some  benevolent  individuals 
of  the  metropolis,  and  lead  them  by  the  distribution  of  the  Sacred 
Scriptures.  These  efforts  resulted  in  the  organization,  in  1780,  of 
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the  Bible  Society,  the  first  ever  formed  for  the  express  and  sole 
purpose  of  circulating  the  Word  of  God. 

The  design  of  the  institution  was  soon  enlarged  to  embrace  the 
circulation  of  the.  Scriptures  among  seamen  of  the  British  navy, 
and  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  subsequently 
all  fishermen  and  mariners;  and  in  1804  its  designation  was 
changed  to  The  Naval  and  Military  Bible  Society. 

The  Naval  and  Military  Bible  Society  has  prosecuted  its  labors 
with  a  good  degree  of  efficiency.  The  diffusion  of  the  Word  of 
God  had  its  foundation  on  this  movement  in  behalf  of  those 
two  needy  classes  of  men,  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  Great  Britain. 

During  the  first  sixty  years  of  its  existence,  it  distributed  about 
300,000  copies  of  the  Word  of  God.  It  has  ever  since  been  a  pop¬ 
ular  institution  among  the  higher  orders  in  England,  including  the 
officials  of  both  the  Army  and  Navy. 

Nothing  of  consequence  further,  however,  was  done  for  this  ob¬ 
ject  till  the  year  1814.  In  that  year  commenced  a  series  of  efforts 
in  their  behalf  which  at  length  matured  in  the  present  system  of 
operations  for  seamen  throughout  the  world. 

The  first  instrument  raised  up  by  Providence  was  Zebulon  Rog¬ 
ers,  a  shoemaker,  visiting  the  vessels,  and  praying  and  addressing 
seamen. 

The  first  prayer-meeting  on  shipboard,  was  held  June  22,  1814. 
These  efforts  led  to  similar  meetings  on  other  vessels.  Rogers  de¬ 
vised  a  flag,  having  a  blue  ground,  with  the  word  “Bethel  ”  in  the 
centre,  and  a  star  rising  in  the  east,  in  red.  The  first  flag  was 
made  by  his  sister.  It  was  hoisted  Sunday  afternoon,  March  23, 
1817,  on  board  the  Zephyr,  Captain  Hindulf,  of  South  Shields. 
This  was  the  origin  of  the  well-known  “  Bethel  flag,”  from  which 
religious  meetings  for  seamen  have  taken  the  name  of  Bethel 
meetings. 

The  London  Port  Society,  a  local  institution,  was  organized 
November  12,  1819.  In  1820,  in  order  to  promote  the  welfare 
of  seamen,  the  publication  of  the  Sailors’  Magazine,  London, 
commenced. 

In  1S25  was  formed  the  London  Mariners’  Church,  and  River- 
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mens’  Bethel  Union,  the  immediate  object  of  which  was  to  provide 
a  church  for  seamen  on  shore. 

The  benevolent  efforts  thus  inaugurated  in  behalf  of  this  long 
neglected  class,  were  eminently  favored  of  Heaven. 

In  May,  1828,  was  the  time  of  the  organization  of  the  American 
Seamen’s  Friend  Society,  in  New  York  City,  the  origin  of  the 
Sailors’  Magazine,  of  this  Society,  dates  July  14,  1829. 

The  Female  Seamen’s  Friend  Society  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 
relief  of  sick  and  indigent  seamen,  and  their  families,  was  es¬ 
tablished  in  the  year  1832. 

Next,  the  organization  of  the  Pennsylvania  Seamen’s  Friend  So¬ 
ciety,  to  promote  the  social  and  moral  improvement  of  seamen  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  consummated  in  the  year  1843,  on  t^ie  sixt;h 
of  November. 


ITS  RESULTS. 

A  signal  universally  recognized,  and  called  the  Bethel  Flag,  now 
invites  our  sailors  to  Divine  worship,  in  almost  every  port  of  the 
world.  Mariners’  churches  and  floating  chapels  have  been  springing 
up  in  all  directions  throughout  the  world  ;  numerous  stations  are 
occupied  by  chaplains  at  home,  and  abroad,  for  instructing  sailors, 
fishermen  and  watermen.  Sunday  schools,  reading  rooms,  comfort¬ 
able  sailors’  temperance  homes  have  been  established  for  the 
accommodation  and  instruction  of  seamen  ;  laboring  to  promote 
religion  and  morality  among  our  marine  hosts,  multitudes  of  all 
ranks  who  have  been  savingly  converted,  and  are  anxious  for 
the  spread  of  the  Gospel,  ardently  desirous  of  promoting  the  salva¬ 
tion  of  their  fellows.  Such  has  been  the  result  by  the  blessing  of 
God  through  Jesus  Christ  in  its  accomplishment. 

A  careful  review  of  the  various  efforts  of  the  past  shows  that 
seamen  are  rapidly  rising  in  t  ie  scale  of  social,  moral  and  spiritual 
improvement.  If  any  doubt  this  question,  we  confidently  refer  to 
the  contrast  between  ttieir  present  condition  and  what  it  was  in 
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the  past.  We  say  nothing  of  the  thousands  who  have  signed  the 
temperance  pledge,  of  the  multitudes  who  have  obtained  salvation  ; 
we  also  appeal  to  the  manifest  results  of  the  principles  and  practice 
of  absolute  temperance,  to  the  order  and  quiet  seen  in  the  Sail  r’s 
Home,  in  the  streets,  and  on  the  wharves;  the  entire  crew  going 
to  sea  and  returning  home  sober  men.  When  we  thus  cast  our 
eves  over  the  results  which,  with  the  Divine  blessing,  efforts  for 
this  class  of  men  have  secured,  we  are  constrained  at  once  Doth. to 
cherish  gratitude  for  the  past  and  hope  for  the  future.  These 
results,  indeed,  cannot  ue  fully  known  till  eternity  presents  us  the 
grand  consummation  of  all  things  of  time. 

The  prophet  Isaiah,  twenty-five  hundred  years  ago,  looking  to  a 
distant  futurity,  at  a  time  when  there  were  so  few  seamen  in  the 
wo: Id  as  hardly  to  form  a  distinct  class,  declared  that  — 

“Theysha  1  lift  up  their  voice,  they  shad  sing  for  the  majesty  of 
“the  Lord,  they  shall  cry  aloud  from  the  sea.’’  Isaiah  xxiv,  14. 

It  is  to  bring  about,  as  intimated  in  the  prophetic  Scriptures,  by 
promoting  its  benevolent  efforts,  which  it  appears  that  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Seamen’sJFri  nd  Society  is  in  a  measure  tributary  to  many 
of  the  great  benevolent  organizations  of  the  day,  and  a  final  ex¬ 
cellence  of  this  work  is  its  union  basis;  hoping  so  to  continue, 


“THE  SAILORS’  HOME.” 


No.  422  South  Front  Street. 
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till  its  mission  shall  be  fully  accomplished,  it  deserves  the  most 
cordial  sympathy  and  generous  cooperation  of  all  who  love  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity. 

These  institutions  are  now  regarded  as  of  fundamental  import¬ 
ance  in  improving  the  social,  moral  and  spiritual  condition  of  sea¬ 
man,  as  everywhere  a  fair  experiment  has  be  n  attended  with  the 
happiest  results.  In  the  reading  room  of  our  Sailors’  Home  are 
found  the  Sacred  Scriptures  in  a  variety  of  languages,  a  select 
library  of  books  in  nine  tongues  3  then  the  attendance  at  the 
family  altar.  The  weekly  prayer  meeting  has  been  greatly  im¬ 
proved  both  in  numbers  and  in  serious,  respectful  demeanor.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  boarders  going  to  public  worship  on  the  Lord’s 
Day. 

The  number  of  boarders  during  the  year  was  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  and  the  total  number  since  the  year  1844  is  thirty-one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-four. 

The  public  sentiment  of  the  house  is  all  the  law  which  seems 
needed  to  preserve  order.  Ui.der  such  a  culture  spiritual  fruits  may 
be  expected.  Of  all  men  in  the  world  the  sailor  is  entitled  to  the 
highest  sympathy,  reward,  and  encouragement.  His  life  involves 
a  constant  danger;  who  dares  every  peril  for  mankind,  and  knows 
not  whatever  may  happen;  whether  his  castle,  so  fair  and  stately 
in  the  morning,  when  it  swings  from  the  anchor,  will  stand  till  the 
going  down  of  the  sun ;  or,  when  he  lays  his  head  on  the  pillow, 
whether  he  shall  wake  above  or  beneath  the  sea. 

By  the  resignation  of  Captain  J.  T.  Robinson,  Superintendent 
of  the  Sailor’s  Home,  his  successor,  C.  F.  Bowman,  has  entered 
upon  his  duties  with  efficien  y,  maintaining  the  character  of  the 
Home,  sustaining  the  heavy  burdens  of  it,  and  toiling  unceasingly 
for  the  sailor’s  good.  The  present  condition,  and  future  prospects 
for  extensive  usefulness,  of  this  institution  seem  to  foieshadow  its 
prosperity. 

Of  late  the  Home  has  received  new  bedsteads  and  bedding,  with 
a  variety  of  other  useful  articles,  to  contribute  towards  the  con¬ 
venience  and  comfort  of  our  seamen,  and  it  has  been  recommended 
by  the  House  Committee,  after  a  careful  inspection  made,  thor- 
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oughly  to  repair  and  improve  the  entire  institution,  so  as  to  make  it 
more  attractive  and  comfortable  to  its  increasing  number  of  inmates. 

The  amount  of  money  deposited  during  the  year,  by  seamen, 
with  the  Superintendent  for  safe  keeping  was  $5,032  44. 

Another  improvement  has  been  inaugurated  for  promoting  the 
spiritual  good  of  its  men,  in  the  establishment  of  a  Bible  class, 
composed  of  seamen,  and  conducted  by  Miss  Mary  Wanamaker, 
sister  of  John  Wanamaker,  esq.,  on  Sunday  morning,  at  the  Sailors’ 
Home. 

The  Female  Seamen’s  Friend  Society  have  also  nobly  assisted  at 
the  Home,  and  their  beneficiaries  have  been  cared  for,  comforted 
in  their  sorrows,  and  assisted  in  their  needs. 

Many  sailors  come  into  port  in  utter  destitution,  having  lost  by 
shipwreck,  or  other  casualty,  all  their  resources.  It  would  not  com¬ 
port  with  the  designs  of  the  Society,  or  with  the  demands  of  com¬ 
mon  charity,  to  turn  these  away  from  our  doors.  Days  of  board 
and  articles  of  necessary  clothing  have  been  furnished  in  such 
cases,  until  the  recipients  were  able  to  procure  employment. 

If  there  is  a  nation  on  the  globe  indebted  to  the  sailor,  and  to 
which  he  is  indispensible,  this  is  the  nation.  What  has  not  the 
sailor  done  for  America?  We  answer,  he  first  explored  the  un¬ 
known,  perilous  seas  to  find  this  continent;  he  brought  the  bold¬ 
est  and  bravest  from  other  lands  to  take  possession  and  plant  it 
with  civilization. 

He  has  been  the  first  to  meet  the  storm  of  war  in  its  perils,  and 
turn  it  back  ;  he  carries  the  wealth  of  its  soil  and  industries,  and 
riches  of  its  mines,  to  all  nations.  His  daring  enterprises  have 
brought  the  unknown  to  light,  broken  up  the  slumber  of  ages,  and 
introduced  the  New  World  to  the  human  race. 


THE  DISSEMINATION  OF  THE  SACRED  SCRIPTURES 

AMONG  SEAMEN. 

As  usual,  we  have  been  liberally  furnished  with  the  Word  of 
God.  Usually  each  library  to  be  shipped  receives  one  or  more 
Bibles,  according  to  size  of  the  library  case. 
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One  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-three  New  Testaments, 
for  the  special  use  of  the  crews,  have  been  forwarded  from  the 
office  of  the  Society  for  vessels  leaving  this  port,  home  distribution 
not  included.  Total  of  Scripture  distribution  since  1862,  thirteen 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve.  In  addition,  seventy-six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pages  of  tracts,  magazines, 
pamphlets,  and  a  proportional  quantity  of  religious  literature, 
which  are  highly  prized  by  the  recipients,  have  found  their  way 
on  board  of  vessels.  There  are  indubituble  p  oofs  that  seamen 
not  only  prize  the  Bible,  but  likewise  wholesome  religious  and 
moral  literature. 

Our  cordial  acknowledgements  are  made  to  the  Philadelphia  and 
Friends  Bible  Societies  for  their  liberal  donations  of  the  Word  of 
God. 


SEA  MISSIONS. 

The  demand  for  ships’  libraries  by  sea  captains,  offices  and 
sailors  has  increased  year  after  year,  as  the  following  distribution 
will  show :  — 

From  May,  1862,  to  May,  1863,  there  had  been  shipped  18  libraries. 
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The  distribution  of  our  loan  libraries  has  become  a  well  di¬ 
gested  system,  spreading  through  both  the  naval  and  merchant 
service.  Through  these  means  prayer  meetings  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  on  board  of  vessels,  and  the  earnest  labors  of  pious  captains, 
officers  and  sailors  have  made  salutary  impressions  upon  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  those  of  the  crews  who  have  attended  these  meetings, 
working  out  intellectual,  moral,  and  spiritual  renovation  of  the 
crews.  Such  men,  with  such  means  at  their  command  as  these 
libraries  furnish,  surrounded  with  men  for  months  at  a  time  shut 
up  to  those  influences,  must  exert  a  mighty  power  for  good,  and 
especially  when  they  are  men  of  prayer,  and  under  Divine 
influence. 

If  every  sea  captain  and  every  sailor  be  baptized  into  the  same 
principles,  and  imbued  with  the  same  spirit,  the  commercial  powers 
of  the  world  would  exert  a  power  over  the  darkened  mind  of 
benighted  nations  never  yet  realized. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Superintendent  of  Sailors  Home. 


To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Seamen  s  Friend 


Society. 


Gentlemen  :  — 


HE  number  of  boarders  received  into  the  Home  for  the  year 


X  ending  April  9,  is  934;  money  deposited  for  safekeeping, 
$5,032  44;  balance  on  hand,  $422  50.  During  the  year  no 
seamen  shipped  without  taking  advance.  We  have  had  at  the 
home  a  large  number  of  shipwrecked  men,  who  were  well  provided 


for. 


The  presence  of  the  Spirit  has  been  manifest  in  the  Home 
through  the  year,  leading  many,  I  trust,  to  Christ.  Officers  and 
men  have  been  taken  into  the  Home,  about  one-half  of  whom 
have  seemed  to  be  personally  interested,  a  large  part,  however, 
leaving  before  showing  a  decided  change  }  but,  in  answer  to  prayer, 
we  trust  they  are  followed  by  the  Spirit,  and  led  to  a  knowledge  of 
the  truth,  as  many  are  so  led  while  at  sea. 

The  Home,  with  Rev.  Mr.  Group  and  congregation  of  the  East- 
burn  Mariner’s  Church,  work  together  in  the  uttermost  harmony, 
and  seem  brought  into  this  relationship  by  the  special  providence 
of  God,  for  a  most  important  service. 

A  great  amount  of  good  has  been  accomplished  by  our  Scandi¬ 
navian  meetings,  which  are  held  regular  every  Sunday  morning. 
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I  would  also  make  grateful  mention  of  Miss  Mary  Wanamaker, 
in  coming  to  the  Home  every  Sunday  morning  and  imparting  the 
Word  of  God  to  our  men  of  the  sea,  thus  exerting  a  wide  influ¬ 
ence.  They  speak  of  her  with  much  affection,  and  will  ever  retain 
pleasant  remembrance  of  her  kind  and  cordial  teaching. 

The  question  now  arises  in  my  mind  as  to  how  shall  we  still  in¬ 
crease  this  good  work  among  seamen  ?  I  firmly  believe  it  to  be 

the  duty  of  the  Christian  Churches  to  come  to  the  help  of  our  So- 

♦ 

ciety  with  money  and  their  influence,  so  long  as  there  is  one  sailor 
left,  that  the  enterprise  of  Church  and  Home  shall  be  fully  sus¬ 
tained,  and  that  there  shall  be  nothing  left  undone  to  bring  this 
class  of  our  fellow  men  under  the  influence  of  the  Gospel. 

I  might  mention  many  cases  of  interest  which  occurred  at  the 
Home  during  our  administration,  but  it  would  be  impossible  to 
convey  to  those  not  on  the  ground  a  true  idea  of  them. 

A  large  amount  of  religious  papers  and  tracts  have  been  distrib¬ 
uted  to  the  men  when  going  to  sea. 

I  can  but  feel  that  the  God  of  the  universe  will  water  this  great 
work  with  His  own  blessing. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  F.  BOWMAN. 

Sapt.  Sailors'  Home. 


Philadelphia ,  Pa.,  April  9,  1877. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


H  o  it  s  e  Com  m  ittee. 


HE  House  Committee  reports  that  the  repairs  ordered  to 


X  be  done  have  been  completed.  The  kitchen  has  a  com¬ 
fortable,  home  look ;  the  out-houses  have  been  put  in  good  order. 

The  wash  room  now  requires  to  be  repaired  and  re-arranged  — 
the  pipes  taken  from  the  outside  wall  to  the  inner  partition  to  pre¬ 
vent  freezing.  The  white-washed  walls  require  scraping  and  white¬ 
washing  ;  then  the  house  will  be  in  a  more  comfortable  condition 
than  for  many  years. 


E.  TURLEY, 

C.  H.  C. 


Philadelphia ,  April  9,  1877. 


♦ 


\ 


